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Three In a Row

reninct Yupan Place Townhomes, Houslon
gprpnt Parra Design Geowp, LTD
gt Parra Design Group, LTD

coninncran Caldma Biilders, LTD

gansuLidnts Challin Adsccusles [Structural engi
naer); Karen Rose Engineenng & Sunwspng lomn
EgneEr]

rEataEvarRLn Hesler « Hardeway
THE DEVELOPMENT MODEL FOR TOWNHIUWSES

ininner city Houston has become robe By now- Buy
a corner lot, usually 50 by 100 feot. Build 1hnes

sitached fownhouses, and sell each for well ove
L3000 Lacking ronang. Chagpber 42 of the city
code of erdinances imposes the few regulations them
sie: density and selbacks [1he building code still
spplies). The three townhowses an Tupon Streef in
1he Montrose neighborhood veere designed mone than
a year ago while Chapber 42 was being revised and
ihey ame lhies dimensional diagrams ol (haose up
dabed mgulations

With some uncedainty a1 1ho time about the an
ficipated reguirements, archiect Camilo Para chose
& safe course By masing The units freestanding rvitus
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Simplicity of means in the limited mabenal pal-
athe and clear, open in1Erior SpacEs ane quistly ax-
ploiked by Parra in the Yupon Sbheel Toanhomes. A
the imner city gebs denser, Ehis ind ol resiraing will
b a swicome sign of urban nesghbslinass, in con-
frast 1o 1he koud Fals#tos bedlowang for athenton in
1he compatidiee real estate market. Bl

Gerskl Meorhamd is an architect praclicing i Heuslen.

Spec Note: Cement Panels

The dark gray
panels oa the wnbsuse (scades ae CemBonit Type |
B, a 57| G-inch-thich Indosirial-grade boand with &
sanged finiih and he sppearance of siate. Masu-
factwed by Etemit-Dansk, CemBonii is comprized of
poriiand cemant, 3ilicate and selected fibers, and
ressfgrcad with collulose libers

for instailsiion, Para had ihe Tour-by-sight-foot
ghests cut 10 two-By-Feur-fool panels and stacked
idetmitianly (like courved ashlar stone masanryh

| %o better cemplamant i poportieas of e thee-
shary howses. The surtste is similar b stoae, yel
becaute they are installed above the surlsce ol the

| paterior wall, the pessis appear lightweigh and
create a type of axtiuded wolume. Lel unpainied,
thair coled chasged desmatically fram the efects
of light and water,

Because fiber-Canpal gIpEnds and comtracts, e
paneiy wers ingtlled with § hf-inch gap in between.
“Ta achieve ia, wa created o walsrproad wall be.
hind the cemest boards with the use of glavaniced
maertal,” Fartd wiyi. “08 e palveeired metal we in-
stallsd twi-hy-we-isch welmanized lumber that
serves as hamens on which the Cenbzait pantls are

| atached. The pasels e sttached o the haSens with
the use of siainles 1508l axpaniion sciews hal ane
mada especialty for une with the CemBanil pasels.”
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